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Two significant nominations for Cellectis: 
Professor Alain Fischer joins the Scientific Advisory Board 

and 
Alain Godard joins the Board of Directors 

 
Biocitech, December 10th 2007 – Cellectis S.A., the genome engineering company developing a new 
range of custom DNA rewriting products for the healthcare, research and industrial sectors, today 
announced two significant nominations. Professor Alain Fischer will join the company's Scientific 
Advisory Board, whilst Alain Godard (a former President of the Executive Board at Aventis 
CropSciences) joins the Cellectis Board of Directors as an independent member. 
 
"We are very honored by the fact that Professor Alain Fischer – a world-famous specialist in 
immunology and gene therapy – has agreed to join our Scientific Advisory Board" stated Frédéric 
Pâques, Chief Scientific Officer at Cellectis. He added that "Professor Fischer's internationally 
renowned work on immune diseases and his innovative approach to finding effective treatments for 
these conditions will further reinforce our therapeutic development strategy". 
 
Professor Alain Fischer thus becomes the eighth member of the Cellectis' Scientific Advisory Board, 
whose members stand out in terms of their active contribution to the development and optimization of 
the company's technology. By way of an example, Prof. Fischer and his group at INSERM Unit U768 
at the Necker Children's Hospital are currently trialing a meganuclease targeting the gene IL2RG and 
assessing its ability to repair the defective gene in cell lines carrying an X-SCID mutation. 
 
Alain Godard has been appointed to the Cellectis Board of Directors by cooptation and fills the 
vacancy left by the resignation of Edmond Rothschild Investment Partners (ERIP). The Board of 
Directors (chaired by Christian Policard) and André Choulika (the company's co-founder and CEO) 
gave their heartfelt thanks to ERIP (and most particularly to Gilles Nobécourt, its permanent 
representative) for its commitment to the company and its proactive support over the previous five 
years. "We are delighted that Alain Godard has agreed to join Cellectis as an independent Board 
member", commented Christian Policard. He added, "Alain Godard's extensive experience of the 
agrobiotech industry will help Cellectis to better leverage its technology and develop its strategic 
positioning in this field". Alain Godard commented that "Cellectis' technologies herald a revolution in 
plant improvement. The resulting high-precision gene surgery opens up the way to true "plant genomic 
surgery", which should eventually reconcile the seed companies, the scientists and civil society around 
the issue of plant biotechnology". 
 
With respect to these two nominations, André Choulika stated that "as it grows, Cellectis also needs to 
evolve, and the appointment of experts like Professor Alain Fischer and Alain Godard to our key 
Boards means that we are not only reinforcing our leadership in this industry but also demonstrating 
the potential for downstream integration of our technology. Alain Godard will provide us with essential 
insight into the agrobiotech industry and help us set our sights in the sector. Professor Alain Fischer 
will contribute to the implementation of our technology in orphan medical applications and those where 
our technology can deliver novel potential solutions. This also marks an international-level validation of 
a new biotech industry segment that we have been pioneering. Our corporate governance structures 
are moving into a new phase". 
 
Professor Alain Fischer MD has been Head of the Immunology and Pediatric Hematology Service at Necker 
Children's Hospital since 1996 and serves as Director of the INSERM Unit U768 on "Normal and Pathological 
Development of the Immune System". He is also a Member of the French Academy of Science and the European 
Molecular Biology Organisation (EMBO). 
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Professor Fischer has won many awards both in France and worldwide, including the Louis-Jeantet Prize for 
Medicine, Geneva (2001), the Novartis Clinical Immunology Prize (2001), the Philipson Award, Stockholm (2003), 
and the European Community's Descartes Prize (2005). 
 
Alain Godard is an agricultural engineer by training and has held a series of senior management positions in the 
fields of agriculture biotech and human & animal healthcare. He is notably a former President of the Executive 
Board at Aventis CropSciences and a Management Board member at first Rhône Poulenc and then Aventis. Alain 
Godard now acts as a consultant to a number of companies, including several biotech firms. 
 
 
Practical information: 

ISIN code FR0010425595 

Ticker code ALCLS 

About Cellectis S.A. 

Cellectis SA (www.cellectis.com) is a world-leading genome engineering & genome surgery company. It focuses on developing 
new tools for rational reverse genetics and targeted recombination. In particular, Cellectis designs meganucleases (small 
proteins) that cut DNA at a highly precise, chosen location in a genome and nowhere else. Genomic DNA breaks are repaired 
naturally by the DNA maintenance system present in all living organisms. Cellectis combines the ability of meganucleases to cut 
DNA at a single, chosen location with natural DNA repair, in order to offer new-generation products for a wide spectrum of 
applications: 
 
    * Human health: meganucleases that target a gene responsible for a genetic disease are transferred into human cells, 
together with a DNA repair matrix which includes the correct sequence for the mutated gene. After the DNA break occurs (which 
takes just a few minutes), the right sequence is copied into the genome of the patients' cells and the gene is thus repaired. This 
process - termed "genome surgery" - has a defined time-frame of action with permanent effects. All other transferred material is 
degraded by natural mechanisms. 
 
    * Agrobiotech: the same process used in human healthcare can be applied to plants, with the objective of replacing one gene 
by another, modifying the gene or shutting it down. The applications developed using Cellectis' technology are essentially 
focused on improving agronomic features of crops, producing new generations of biofuels and developing better biofibers. 
 
    * Biomanufacturing: biomanufacturing is the production of therapeutic proteins and antibodies using bacteria, yeasts or 
mammalian cells (mainly mouse, hamster and human cells). This multibillion market has an annual growth rate of over 15%. 
Cellectis has developed meganucleases that can cut the DNA of the main production cell lines used in biomanufacturing, thus 
enabling end users (contract manufacturing organizations and biopharmaceutical companies) to shorten their cell line 
engineering processes, stabilize production yields and thus improve the quality and features of the final product. 
 
    * Research tools: Cellectis' technology is particularly useful for studying the function of a gene or set of genes, stably and 
reproducibly modifying cell lines for screening active compounds, and, more generally, obtaining research results in a 
controlled, well-defined cellular, molecular and genetic environment. 
 
In the long term, Cellectis intends to become the global leader in genome engineering. To this end, Cellectis is seeking to 
establish its rational genome engineering approach (based on meganucleases with modified specificity) as an industry standard. 
In the short and medium term, Cellectis intends to achieve profitability by commercializing its technology (primarily in the 
agrobiotech and biomanufacturing fields) and, in parallel, building its own therapeutic pipeline (thus providing shareholders with 
medium- and long-term value). 
 
To date, Cellectis has entered into more than 48 deals on its genome engineering technologies with major players in the 
pharma, biotech and agrobiotech industries. Cellectis is listed on the NYSE Euronext Alternext market (ticker code: ALCLS). 
The company currently has 47 staff, including 17 PhDs. For more information on Cellectis, visit our web site: www.cellectis.com 

 

For any further information, please contact: 

Cellectis S.A. 
Marc Le Bozec 

+33 (0)1 41 83 99 00 
investors@cellectis.com 

 

Alize RP 
Caroline Carmagnol 
+33 (0)6 64 18 99 59 
caroline@alizerp.com 

 


